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STORY OF THAT
SUFFRAGE FLOA
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How Feminine Inventive.
ness Overcame
Difficulties,

- o

AND THEY MADE A HIT
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some Personal Recollections and Ob- |
serviations of the Twentieth |
of May parade, !

——e |
(RY VICTOR L. STEPMNENSON) '}

One of the mos=t beautiful floats in
the Twentieth of May parade In Char-
';luit{- last Spring was that represent-
"tng the Equal Saffrage league of

: Charlotte,

| It's beauty was two-fold: the ark
ftistry and taste =hown in the man-
fner of jts ornomentation and  the
 personne] of the young women who
lrode thereon,

| It Is perfectly proper to make a
| generalization like that for the rea-
son that this article i being written
by a masculine person, who had no
(part or parcel in the parade , The
| reference to the attractive personnel
| would certainly have been  deleted
| by the censors of thi gpecial suffrage
edition had not {ts author by a sub-
terfuge secured its publication, for
the officers, and hence the censors,
were passengers on the float, ! MISS ANNA PORBIES LTDDELL.
| After all, why should not one be
allowed to state undi=puted facls in
i pellucid manner? It is true that
many suffraglsts abhor the use of

usge of the horge and wagon until 2 | of skilled fingers, underweént a trans-
. o'clock on May 20, with the privilege | formation inte an attractive float
(feminine charms to win adherents to | of decorating the wacon on the night | which on the morrow was to meel

‘the cause, and would therefore bar | previous, The darky meditated and jand win the critical gage of the mul-

all remarks upon the subjeet, but  then said, modestly, “About two | tlitudes

facts are facts. | dollars en a ha'f, [ reckun.” And what was the total cost of the
And It g certainly a fact that as The bargain was  struek  without | material which went into the orna-

(that suffrage float wended its way | further parleying and the colored | mentation of the first suffrage float

between the long lines of applaud- | man grinned proudly at the thought |ever shown In North Carolina, to-

Ing people as it followed the itiner- | of participating in the great pa- | gether with the cost of securlng it

ary of the parade, man after man | rade, land exhiblting {t?

turned to hig neighbor and enthusi- | On the night before the Twentieth, | The float of the ity of Charlotte
astically exclaimed, “They can have! the =ame bheing the Night of the cost $3650,

my vote!" | Nincteenth, there woas o mobllization That of the Sulfrage leacue cost

There was a note of distinet  as- of suffragiste on Epst avenue where | less than $10

t“"i“h"{'?"l in their  tones, They the humble wagon under the touch Wherefore, Voteg for Women! -
knew little about “suffragettes" 1-x-i i ' i
l-."l.'].'t “.-I.-”l.l t'h{-.}.. h-l'! |'|"';ir! in I.}ll' lli-.'S' e = - - e - e e e et — ——————————a— '}l

patches from London, or had gain-
ed from the sketches and earicatures
In unfriendly comic papers. Seem-
ingly they must have pictured the
advoeates of votes for women a~ un-
natural creatures, mannish i np-
pearance, each wicldine a bhludgeon,
“earrying g big stick™ bul neglecting
to “speak =oftly.” Dut the radiant
vision of Bouthern young women, as
fine as the BSouth's civilizgation has
been able ta  produce, (fortunate
thoge censores didn't sce this) came
ns a revelation of the real slenillicance
of the suffroge movenoent, Never
ngain could thejr attitude toward it
e the same,

The manner in which the suffra-
giste presented thelr appeal for the
hallot could gearcely have Leen mora
happy. To get the picture clearly in
mind, know that the flogt was drawn
by a milk-white charger. The reins
were held by an ebscure thiopian
in the character of an Afro-Amer-
fcan chauffeur. On the sldes of the
Hoat in imperious capitals appeared
the: prineiple, "Votes for Women.'
Riding on the float were seven voung
women in white, oflicers and mems-
bers of the league., At the front and |
at the rcar of the egquipage, large |
handsome league banners were tlung |
to the breezos Cne of rthe o |:1|.1||.!.~:.1|
gat at n tnble with a scroll in hop !

hand. Ag the fleat rolled across the |
sacred jable: in !'ndependence Squnre!
she dipped her pen into the ink and

wrote, And then  the world  <aw |

%
what had cotirred, for there was !
displaved p pennant with the inserip-

tion, *"S|igning he Mecklenbure Dee- {
laration of Jndependence of May 20, |
1914." .’

A success” 1 should say so! The |
suffragi=t cause thrives on publicit |
and it was one of the featlures of &
crowded dasy Thousands who hod
ignored the subject discussed {1 that
night. And ns for its artistic stand-
ing, did you know that it was sev-|
ougly considered by the Jjudges for
the third prize, among all the con- |
testants in that cluborate and breil- |
liant proces<ional?

Whither, y»ou may ask, came the
funds for this adventure? You sha!l !
have vour answer, and when you |
have I never dare deny again that

woman suffrage will he a forece mok- |
Ing for economy and aglnst t-.,-:-klun.-:i
and wastefual expenditures of the |
public mone) |

A few «dayvs before the parnde o |
committes of two cnlingelled anie |
withh another. for the leasue, lmited
though its financial resources, gim- |
ply 1= he represented |

“TPor what asmount ean a horse |
and wagon be secu*ed for use on |
May 207" wa= ngked of one whi |

ghould know |

IRty dollars wonld he a Hl.rull'l‘~=
ate price.” wu# the reply. “All the !
horses in the whole region will be
enegaged in advance. |

The bsuffragiots were not daunted,
They had ideas of thelr own,  They |
went forth to look over the field, |
Fre long thev  espled on South |
i"hurch streeet a dray wangon m:n‘rrl]
by o white horse,  Instantly the out- |
fit wa= halted Inaquiry was mml--!
for o quotalion of a price Tor thel
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